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ſecurity, be he rich or poor, and, in a great n- 
ſure; his proſperity, is connected therewith it is. 
therefore his intereſt, as well as his duty; to, make 
- Himſelf acquainted with is pxipeiples, ang. wrd the 
practice ought to be. ä 
Ever art and ſcience, however imperkly 

| known at firſt, has been ſtudied, improved; and 
brought to; what we call perfe&ion, by the pros 

_ greſlive labours of ſueceeding generations; but 
the ſcience of government has ſtogd: fil. No 
improvement has been made in the principle, and 
ſcarcely any in the practice; till the American e. 
e en, In all che countries of Euepe 
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that were erected in the remote ages of ignorance. 
of principle; it is forbidden to inveſtigate their 


how has this happened, the anſwer is ealy ; they 


employ their power to prevent detection. 
Notwithſtanding the myſtery with which the 
ſcience of government has been enveloped, for the 
of Zilaring; plündert "and impoſing 
upon mankind, it is of all things the leaſt myſte- 
rious and the molt eafy to be underſtood. The 
' meaneft capacity cannot be at a loſs, if it begins its 
enquiries at the right point. Every art and ſei- 
_ ence has ſome point, or Alphabet, at Which che 
fchdy of That art or ſcience begins, and by the af. 


flltance of which'the" prögreſs is facilitated, The 
ſame mettiod e be daa web eü velpe@t'to. 


"the ſcience of government. - 


| lie then of itidairilitig us gk in gh 
outſet with the numerous ſubdiviſions, under which + 


© different forms of government have been claſſed, 


| "och as ariſtocracy, democracy, oligarchy; monar- 
© chy, dc. the better method will be to begin with. 


what may be called primary diviſions, or thoſe 


ander which all che ſeyctal fubdiyifions WG 
X | The primary AibiGGns ung bt do | 

- Firſt, government by election and repreſentation. 

| Secondy; government by hereditary ſacceſſion.. 


* 


(except in France) the ſame forms and ſyitems 


fill continue, and their antiquity is put in the place 
origin or by what right they exiſt. If it be aſked- 


are eſtabliſhed on a principle that is falſe, and they _ 


” 
"* 


1 
All the ſeyeral forms and ſyſt 
ment, however numerous or ers e cla them — 
{elves under or other of thoſe primary Pere 1 WT 
ſions ; for either they are on the, ſyſtem RE — 
ſentation, or on that of hereditary ſucceſſion. 
to that equivocal thing called mixed gover p58 
ſuch as che late government of Holland, and 4 << 
preſent government of England, it does 1 not make 
an exception to the general rule, becauſe the parts -” 
ſeparately conldered are either reprelentative-or © 
Hereditary: © : ; 5, 
Beginning then our. enquiries at this point, we 
have firſt to examine into the nature of thoſe two 
. primary diviſions. If they are equally right in prin- 5 
ciple, it is mere matter of opinion which we prefer. 
If the one be demonſtratively berter than, the 
other, that difference directs our choice. F but if one | 
of them ſhould be fo abſolutely f falſe, as not to have 5 
"i right to exiſtence, the matter r ſertles | itſelf at once a | 
becauſe a negative proved | on one thing, where "EY 
two only are offered, and one muſt be ac CES 
amounts to an affirmative on the ober. EN = 


"og caſe ; ard the be a conflict between _ 
the repreſentative ſyſtem, founded on the rights of 2 
the people, and the hereditary ſyſtem, founded i 8 
uſurpation. As to what are called Monarchy, Roy- 3 
alty, and Ariſtocracy, they do not, either as things > 1 2 
or as Rs wa Frag the perry 5 __ 
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hereditary ſyſtem, and which fall of themſelves if 


that ſyſtem has not a right to exiſt. Were there 


no ſuch terms as Monarchy, Royalty, and Ariſto- 
cracy, or were other terms ſubſtituted in their 
place, the hereditary ſyſtem, if it continued, would 


not be altered thereby. It would be the ſame 72 


dem under any other titulary name as it is now. 
The character therefore of the revolutions of the 
preſent day diftinguiſhes itſelf moſt definitively by 


grounding itſelf on the ſyſtem of repreſentative 


vernment, in oppoſition to the hereditary.” N 


other diſtinction: reaches the whole of the prin- 


| ciple, 


Having thus opened che caſe generally, I pro- 
ceed, i in the firſt Place, to examine the hereditary 
ſyſtem, becauſe it has the priority in point of time. 


The repreſentative ſyſtem is the invention of the 


modern world; and that no doubt may ariſe as to 


my on opinion, I declare it before-hand, which 


is, that there is not a problem i in | Euclid 1 more mathe- 


matically true, than that bereditary government” bas 

not @ right to exiſt. Whey therefore we take from any 
"man the exerciſe of bereditary power, we take away 

bat which be never bad the right to poſſeſs, and which 


no law or cuſtom could, er ever can, for bim 6 
title to, 


1 he arguments that haye hitherto been em- 


ployed againſt the hereditary ſyſtem have been 


ebickly founded upon the abſurdity of it, and its 
1 . 1 BER | incom- | 
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tem; they are but ſecondary things or. ſigns of the 
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| himſelf with an anſwer, 


6:43 


Nothing can preſent to our agnes © 
imagination, a figure of greater abſurdity than that 


of ſeeing the government of a nation fall, as it e. 


quently does, into the hands of a lad necelarily 
deſtitute of experience, and often little better than 


a fool. It is an inſult to every man of years, of 25 


character, and of talent, in a country. The mo- 
ment we begin to reaſon upon the hereditary ſyſtem 
ir falls into deriſion; let but a ſingle idea begim, 
and a thouſand will ſoon follow. | Inſignifioance, 
imbecility, childhood, dotage, want of moral cha- 
racter; in fine, every defect, ſerious or laughable, 


unite to held up the hereditary ſyſiem /as a figure 450 
of ridicule. - Leaving however the ridiculouſnem 


of the thing to the reflections of the reader, I pro- 
ceed to the more important part of the queſtion, 


| namely, whether ſuch a ſyſtem has a right toexiſt? 


To be ſatisfied of the right of a thing to exiſt, 
we mult be ſatisfied that it had a right to begin. 


It it had not a right to begin, it has not a fight to 


continue. 


By what right then did the hereditary 


ſyſtem begin? Let a man but aſk himſelf this 


queſtion, and he will find Waun 


| e eee 
ittelf up at firſt to goverm a nation, and to-eftabliſh 
itſelf hereditarily, was no other than the right which 
Robeſpierre had to do the * in 8 


if '® ) 


If he had node, they had none, If they had any, 
he had as much; for it is impoſſible. to diſcover 
ſuperiority, of right in any family, by . of 
which hereditary government could begin. 
r 
are all on the ſame ſtanding as to the queſtion of 
Tight, It belongs excluſively. to none. 
It is one ſtep towards liberty, to perceive chat 
hereditary government could not begin as an ex- 
eluſiye right in any family. The next point will 
be, whether,” having onge began, it could gro 
into à right by the influence of time? 8 
This wouldbe foppoling un ablurduy for ther 
it is putting time in the place of principle, or mak- 


ing it ſupetior to principle ; whereas time has no 
more connection with, or influence upon principle, 


than principle has upon time. The wrong which 
began a thouſand years ago, is as much a wrong 
& if it began to-day; and the rights which origi- 


nates' to-day, is as much a right as if it had the 


 dandtion of a ih Ouſand years. Time with reſpect 


to prineiples is an eternal NOW + it has no pe- 


tation upon them; it changes nothing of their na- 
ture and qualities. But what have we to do with 
à chouſand years? Our life-time is but a ſhort 
portion to that period; and if we find the wrong 
in exiſtence as ſoon as we begin to live, that is the 
Point of time at which it begins to us; and our 
right to reſiſt it, is the ſrgd as if it had pever 
3 '& | 
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been done in England? Lanſwer, NO; and that any 
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As hereditary government could not begin 286 4 


natural right in any family, nor derive aſter its com · 
mencement any right from. dime, we have only to 
examine whether there exiſt in @ nation a right to 
ſet it up and eſtabliſh it by what ia called law, as has 


law or any conſtitution made for that purpoſe, is 
an act of treaſon againſt the rights of every minor 
{peak upon each of thoſe eaſes. Firſt, of the mi- 
nor, at the time ſachlaw is made. n e 
* generations chat are to follo vp. 
A nation, in a collective ſenſe; reren 
the individuals of whatever age, from juſt horn to 
juſt dying. Of theſe; one part will be minors, 


the other aged. The average of life is not exactly 


the ſame in every climate and doνuntry, but in ge- 
neral the minority in years are the majority in nun- 
bers, that is, the number of perſons under twenty» 
one years, is greater than the number of perſons 
above that age. This difference in number is not 
neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment of the principle I 


mean to lay down, but it ſerves to ſhew the juſtice 


of it mote- ſtrongly. The principle would be 
een eee ee ee 
the majority in numbers. wn 
The rights of minors are ye 


FEB 


rights of the aged. The difference! is alt- 


2 
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gether in the different age of the two parties, and 


nothing in the nature of the rights; the rights are 


the ſame rights; and are to be preſerved inviolate 


for the inheritance of the minors when they ſhall 


come of age, During the minority of (minors 


their rights are under the ſacred; guardianſhip of 


the aged; The minor cannot ſurrender them 
the guardian cannot diſpoſſeſs him; conſequently, 
the aged part of a nation, who are the law-makers 
are but a few years. a head of thoſe wh are yet 
minors,” and to whom they muſt ſhortly give place, 
| have not and cannot have the right to make a law 
to ſet up and eftabliſh hereditary government, or, 
to ſpeak more diſtinctly, an hereditary ſucceſſion of 
governors; becauſe it is an attempt to deprive 
every minor in the nation, at the time ſuch a' law 


is made, of his inheritance of rights when he 
ſhall come of age, and to ſubjugate him to a ſyſtem 


of government, to which, during his a 
he could neither conſent nor object. * f 


If a perſon, who is a minor at the time ſuch a 
law is propoſed, had happened to have been born 


a few years ſooner, ſo as to be of "the age of 


twenty - one years at the time of propoſing it, his 
right to have ohjected againſt it, to have expoſed 
the injuſtice and tyrannical principles of it, and 
to have voted againſt it, will he admitted on all 
ſicles. If, therefore, the law operates to prevent 
his exerciſing the ſame rights after he comes of 

; ago 


FRYER F2 208 3 2 2 g. FT 


wh: 


2 $F EK K * * 8 6 - - E 2 e AR ADS air $I the: AED 5 


En) 
age as he would have had a right to exerciſe had 
he been of age at the time, it is, undeniably, a 
law to take away and annul the rights of every 
perſon in the nation who ſhall be a minor at the 
time of making ſuch a law, and As mma % 

right to make it cannot exiſt. 
I come now to ſpeak of government by here- 


ditary ſucceſſion as it applies to fucceeding gene- 


| rations; and to ſhew that in this caſe; as in the 


caſe of minors, thare Goes not „ä„ſ nen 
right to ſer it up. | 

A nation, though continually exiting, i 1s conti- 
nually in a ſtate of renewal and ſucceſſion, - It is 
never ſtationary. Every day produces new births, 
carries minors forward to maturity, and old per- 
ſons from the ſtage. In this ever- running flood 
of generations there is no part ſuperior in autho- 
rity to another. Could we conceive: an idea of 
ſuperiority in any, at what point of time, or in 
what century of the world, are we to fix it? 
To what cauſe are we to aſcribe it? By what evi- 
dence are we to prove it? By what criterion are 
we to know it? A ſingle reflection will teach us 
that our angeſtors, like ourſelves, were but tenants 
for life im the great freehold of rights. The fee« 
abſolute was not in them, it is not in us, it be- 
longs to the whole family of man, through all 
ages, If we think otherwiſe than this, we think 
either as ſlaves or as tyrants. As flaves, if we 
think that any former generation had a right to 


( 32 ) 


| bind us; as. tyrants, if we think that we have au- 


thority to bind the generations that are to follow. 
It may not. be inapplicable to the ſubject, to en- 
deavour to define. what is, to be underſtqod by a 
generation in the ſenſe the word is here uſed. 
As a natural term its meaning is ſufficiently clear. 


The father, che ſon, the grandſon, are ſa many 


diſtinct generations. But when we ſpeak, of a ge- 


netation as deſcribing, the perſons in whom, legal 
authority reſides, as diſtin& from another genera- 
tion of the ſame deſcription who, arg to ſucceed 
them, it comprehends all thaſe who are aboye the 
age of twenty -one years, at the time we count 
from; and a generation of this kind will continue 

| in authority between fourteen and tycnty-ope 
0 that is, until the number of minors, who 


ſhall have arrived at age, ſhall be greater than 
the number of perſons i af the farqpar 


151. ; 
es exawple, if Reer 1 this or ax other 


moment, contain twenty-four millions of fouls, 
twelve millions will be males, and twel ve fe males, 


Of the twelve millions af males, ſix millions will 


be of the age of twenty-one years, and fix will be 
under, and the authority to govern will reſide in 
the firſt fix, But every day will make ſome alter- 
ations and in twenty-one years every one of thoſe 
minors who ſurvive will have arrived at age, and 
the greater part of the former ſtock will be gon : 


| ne BR then living, in whom che 


legal 


{39 
egal authority reſides, will be compoſed. of thoſe 
ho, twenty-one years before, had no legal exiſt- 
nce; Thoſe will be fathers and grandfathers in 
heir turn, and in the next twenty-one. years, (or 
leſs) another race of minors, arrived at age, will 
ſucceed them, and ſo on. 

As this is ever the caſe, eee 


is equal in rights to another, it . conſequently fol- 
lows, that there cannot be a right in any to eſta- 


1a 


it would be ſuppoſing itlelf, poſſeſſed of a right ſu- 
petior to the reſt, namely, that of commanding . 
by its own authority how the world ſhall be here- 
aſter governed, and who ſhall govern it. Every 
age and generation is and muſt be (as a matter of 
right) as free to act for itlelf in all caſes, as the 
age and generation that preceded it. The vanity - 
and preſumption of governing beyond the grave 
is the moſt ridiculous and inſolent of all tyrannies. 
Man has no property in man, neither has one ge- 
neration a property in the generations that are to 
iche gra part of Rights of Aden I have tpoken 
. I of government by hereditary ſucceſſion; and LWIIlI 
here cloſe the ſubject with an extract from that 
work, which ſtates it under the two * | 
heads. 
KFEirſt, . to eſtabliſh 
TY TED, ; | 
5 i. Secandl, 


bliſn govemment by hereditary ſucceſſion, becauſe _ 


(#4 ) 
e Secondly, ane 
particular family. 
Fas With reſpedt to the firſt of thoſe heads, that of 

a family eſtabliſhing itſelf with hereditary powers 

on its own authority independent of the nation, all 
men will concur in talling it deſpotifm, and it 

would be treſpaſſing on their underſtanding vo at- 

tempt to prove it. 
* But the ſecond head, that of a nation, that is, 
"of a generation for the time being, eſtabliſhing a 
particular family with hereditary powers, it does 
not preſent itfelf as deſpotiſm on the firſt reflec- 
tion; but if men will permit a ſecond reflection 
to take place, and carry chat reflection forward, 
even but one remove out of their own. perſons to 
that of their offspring, they will then ſee, that he- 
reditary ſucceſſion becomes the ſame deſpotiſm to 
others, which the firſt perſons reprobated for theth- 
ſelves, It operates to prechide the conſent of the 
ſucceeding generation, and the precluſion * con- 
ſent is deſpotiſm. 

4 In order to ſee this matter more clearly; * 
conſider the generation which undertakes to eſtab- 
lih a family with hereditary powers, ſeparately 
+ from the generations which are to follow. 
ate eneretion which firſt flea « petſbn and 
puts him at the head of its government, either with 

the title of king, or any other nominal diſtinction, 

acts its own choice, as a free agent for itſelf, be 

that choice wiſe or fooliſh, The perſon ſo ſet N 


(is) 
is not hereditary, but ſelected and appointed; and 
the generation which ſets him up does not live under 

an hereditary government, but under a government 
of its on choice. Were the perſon fo ſet up, and 
the generation who ſets him up, to live for ever, it 
never could become hereditary ſucceſſion, and of 
conſequence, hereditary ſuceeſſion could ny obs 
low on the death of the firſt parties. 

« As'therefdro-ttreditiny filocellceria ber ob 
queſtion, with reſpe& to the firſt" generation, we 
have next to conſider the character in Wee 
tion, een erde Ry 


right nor title; for it changes itſelf from a legiſla- 
tor to a teſtator, and affects to make a will and teſ- 
tament which is to have operation, after the demiſe 


of the makers, to bequeath the government; and 


it not only attempts to bequeath, but to eſtabliſh on | 


n- the ſucceeding generation a new and different 
form of government under which itſelf liyed. - It- 
us ; ſelf, as already obſerved, lived not under an here- 
4 ditary government, but under a government of its 
own choice; and it now attempts, by virtue of a 
will and teſtament, which it has not authority to 
make, to take from the commencing generation, 


by which itſelf ated. 
« In whatever light ko fucceſſion, as 


4 | former 


R 
.. 
. 


growing out of the will and teſtameat of ſome . 


« It Dee as Bhs | 


r W $ 75 


. is AN : 
former generation, preſents.itfelf, it is bath ctim + 
nal and abſurd. A cannot make a will to take | 
from B the property of B, and give it to E; 
yet this is the manner in which what is called 
hereditary ſucceſſion by law operates. A certain 
generation makes a will, under the form of a law, 
to take away the rights of the commencing gene- 
ration, and of all future generations,” and convey 
thoſe rights to a third perſon, who aſterwards comes 


eee High eee furniſhes | 
_cm—_ A; and which merits to be 
recorded, as being the greateſt inſtance of legiſla- 
tive ignoronce and want of principle that is to be 
HE ee COPY "The caſe is 

— af 1668 lapdend cit 
and his wife from Holland, William and Mary, and 
made them king and queen of England. - Having 
done this, the ſaid parliament made a law to con- 
vey the government of the country to the heirs of | 
William and Mary, in the following words, We, 
the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons, do, 
n the name of the people of England, moſt hum 


dl and faithfully ſubmit ourſelves, our beirs, and pe 


MR” 


terities, to William and Mary, their heirs and pate. 
rities for ever.“ And in à ſubſequent law; s 
quoted by Edmund Burke, the ſaid parliament, in 

the name of the people of England ein 


Williow ant Mary, ar es de, e. 


- end of ine. Ol 10 Gon * 


[js not abet have laugh a: the hgnoranch 
of ſuch law-makers, it is neceſſary that we repro- 
bate their want of p The conftituent al- 


ſembly of France (1789) fell into the ſame vice 2 


the Parliament of England had done; and afſumed 
to eſtabliſh an hereditary ſucceſſion in the fumily 
of the Capers, as an act of the conſtiution of that 
year; That every.narion, for the time being, has 4 
right to gobern -irſelf as it pleaſes; muſt ahvays be 
admitted ; but government by hereditary ſucceſ- 
ſon is government for atiother rave gf people; and 
not for itſelf; and as thoſe om whom it is to ope-/ 
rate are hot yet in exiſtence; of are minors} o hei- 


. 


right of polen. 5 
T ber dec the argiiroetits on the fr head; der 


"ed to che ſecond; that of gore ment by election 
aud repreſengaion; or, as it may be tonciſely er- 
preſſed, repreſentative government in dactra- di- 
1 nd 

© Reaſoning by, excluſion, if lena Jinn 
t has hot a right to exiſt; and that it has not is 


a 
8 
1 
of 


9 re. 7 
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ther is the fight in exiſtence to ſer it up for them; 


ö ef government by hereditary ſucceſſion; and pro-' 


x *veable; tac omaha." 
A * 
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In contemplating government by election and 

repreſentation we amuſe not ourſelves in inquiring” 

when or how, or by what right it began. Its ori- 

gin is ever in view. Man is himſelf the origin 

and the evidence of the right. It appertains to 
; pogo ee Ore 

The was FO only true baſis of repreſenciind 

government is equality of rights. Every man has 

a right to one vote, and no more, in the choice of 

4 repreſentatives. The rich have no more right to 

—> exclude the poor from the right of voting or of 

electing and being elected than the poor have to ex- 

clude the rich; and wherever it is attempted, ot 

propoſed, oneither ſide, it is a queſtion of force, and 

not of right. Who is he chat would exclude ano- 

| That which is now called ariſtocracy implies an 

inequality of rights; but who are the perſons that 

have a right to eſtabliſh this inequality? Will the 

rich exclude themſelves? No! Will the poor 

exclude- themſelves ? - No! By what right then 

can any be excluded? It would be it 

any man, or claſs of men, have a right to exclude 

themſelves; but be this at it may, they cannot have 

the right to exclude another. The poor will not 

delegare ſuch a right to the rich, nor the rich to the 

poor, and to aſſume it is not only to aſſume arbi- 

trary power, but to aſſume a right to commit rob- 


9 


bery. pat A 
voting repreſentatives is one, are a ſpecies of pro- 
perty of the moſt ſacred kind; and he that would 
employ his pecuniary property, or preſume upon 
the influenee it gives him, to diſpoſſeſa or rob ano- 
ther of his property of rights, uſes that pecuniary 
property a ba would uſe fire-acay, and; men.an 
have it taken from him. 

Inequality of rights is created by a, combina 
tion in one part of the community to exclude ano- 
ther part from its rights. Whenever it be made 
an article of a conſtitution, . or a. law, that the 
right of voting, or of electing and being elected, 
ſhall appertain excluſively to perſons: poſſeſſing a 


it is a combination of the perſons poſſeſſing chat 
quantity, to exclude thoſe who do. not poſſeſs the * 
ſame quantity. It is inveſting themſelves with 
powers as a ſelf · created part of ſociety, to the 
excluſion of the reſt. 4+ Ai 
K 
ea of rights, never mean the 
excluſion, ſhould take place .on. themſelves; and 
in this view of the caſe, pardoning the yanity of 
the thing, ariſtocracy is a ſubje& of laughter, 
This ſelf: ſoothing vanity is encouraged: by another 
conceive they are playing a ſafe game, in which 
there is a chance to gain and none to lofe; that 
ks docrige of, equality includes than, | 


oh 


certain quantity of property, be it little or much, 
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have ſought more till they loſt all, and experienced 


able, it will exclude a majority of the people, and 
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ad hat i thy cannor get more rights ta choſe 


not have leſs. This opinion has already been fatal 


to thouſands who, not contented with equal rights, 


ae 
voured to fix upon others. 

dennen 
politic; ſometimes ridiculous, and always unjuſt, 
to make property the criterion of the right of 
voting. If the ſum, or value of the property 
upon which the right is to take place be conſider- 


unite them in a common intereft againſt the go- 


verument, and againſt thoſe who ſupport it, and 


28 the power is always with the majority, they 
can r 


ee 
If, in order to avoid this danger, a ſmall quan- 


tity of property be fixed, as the criterion of the 
right, it exhibits liberty in diſgrace, by purting it 
in competition. with accident and infignificance. 
When a brood mare hill fortunately produce 4 
foal or a mnle, that by being worth the ſin in 


queſtion, ſhall convey to its owner” the right of 


voting, or by its death take it from him, in whom 


does the origin of ſuch a right exiſt? Is it in the 


man, of in the rule? When we conſider how 


many ways property may be acquired without 
merit, and loſt' without "a crime, we ought to 


. — 
* 
, c :, , 


— 


( 
ſpurn the idea of making ita criterion of rights, 
But the the offenſive part of the caſe is, that this 
excluſion from the right of voting implies a ſigns | 
and this is what no part of the community has a 
right ro pronounce upon another part. No ex- 
ternal circumſtance can juſtify it; wealth is no 
proof of moral character; nor poyerty of the want 
of it. On the contrary, wealth is often the pre- 
ſumprive evidence of diſhoneſty ; and poverty the - 
negative evidence of innocence. , If therefore pro- 
perty, whether little or much, be made a crite- 
rion, the means by which that property has been 
acquired, ought to be made a criterion allo. ts. 
The only ground upon which excluſion from 
the right af voting is conſiſtent with juſtice, would 
be to inflict it as a puniſhment for a certain tine 
upon thoſe who ſhould propoſe to take away that 
right from athers. The right of voting for, re- 
preſentatives is the primary right by which other 
rights are protected. To take away this right is 
do reduce a man ta a ſtate of flavery, for ſlaverỹ 
conſiſts in being ſubje& to the will of another, and 
de that has got a vote in the election of repreſenta- 
tives, is in this caſe, The propoſal cherefore to 
disfranchiſe any claſs of men is as criminal as the 
propoal to take away property. When we ſpeak 
of right, we ought always to unite. with it the idea 
of duties right 8 duties by reciprocity. 
guarantee it to another, and he to me z and thoſe 
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that the cultivator and the manufacturer are the 
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| who violate the duty juſtly incur a forſciture of the 
right. __ 


Ia a political view of thy caſe, the ſtrength and 
; ſecurity of government is in proportion 


to the number of people intereſted in ſupporti it. 


The trve policy therefore is to intereſt the whole | 
by an equality of rights, for the danger ariſes from | 
excluſions. It is poſſible to exclude men from 


the right of voting, but it is impoſſible to exclude 


0 
them fram the right of rebelling againſt that exclu- . 
r 


fion ; and when zll other rights are taken away, 


Ye right of rebellion. is made peng. | i 


| While men could be perſyaded they had ng 
rights, or that rights appertained only to a certain 
claſs of men, or that government was a thing m 
exiſting in right of itſelf, it was not difficult to 6 
mn them en The ignorance in th 

which they were held, and the ſuperſtition in which bg 
they were inſtructed, furniſhed the means of doing an 


n; but when the ignorance is gone, and the ſuper- cli 


ſtition with it; when they perceive the impoſition 
that has been acted upon them; when they reſlect 


primary means of all the wealth that Exiſts in the 
world, beyond what nature ſpontaneouſly prodyces; 
when they” begin to feel their conſequence by their 
uſefulneſs, and their right as members of ſociety 
it is then no longer poſſible to govern, them as 
before. The fraud once detected cannot be re- 

actæd 
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ated. To attempt «i 1 pronks cee. 
invite deſtruction, 25 | 
That property 1 
Induſtry, ſuperiority of talents, dexterity-of f ma- 
nagement, extreme frugality, fortunate opportu- | 
will ever produce that effe& without having re- 
courſe to the harſh ill-ſounding names of avarice 
and oppreſſion; and beſide this, there are ſome 
men who, though they do not deſpiſe wealth, will 
not ſtoop to the drudgery of the means of acquir- 
ing it, nor will be troubled with the care of it, be- 
0 yond their wants or their independence; whilſt in 
in others there is an avidity to obtain it by every 
8 means not puniſhable; it makes the ſole buſineſs 
to 


in WM rhat is required with reſpef? to property is ue obtain it 
ch boneftly, and not employ it criminally; but it is always 
ng criminally employed, ow OO IONS 


er- clufive rights. ® + 
jon | ln 2 
ect that of a bank or a commerical company, the rights 
the of the members compoſing that company are 
wholly created by the property they inveſt therein; 
and no ather rights are repreſented in the govern- 
ment of that eompany, than what ariſe out of that 
property; neither has that Abe Wa 
of any thing dus property. 
But the caſe is totally different with hat 
the inſtitution of eivil government, organized on 


of their lives, and they follow it as a religion. MW 
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| has cognizance of every thing and of every man as 


| every motive to violence? and this car 


1 rs 
c 24) 
the ſyſdem of repreſentation. Such a government 


« member of the national ſociety, whether he has 


property or not; and therefore the principle re- 


quires chat every man and every kind. of right be 
repreſented, of which the right to acquire and to, 
hold property is but one, and that not of the moſt 
eſſential kind. The protection of a man's perſon | 


is more. facred than the protection of property? 


and beſides this, the faculty of perſorming any 
kind of work or ſervice by which he acquires a 
Hvelihood, or maintains his family, is of the nature 
of property. It is property to him; he has ac- 
it; and it is as much the object of his pro- 
tection, as exterior property, poſſeſſed without that 
Gays eee 
ther perſon. 

I have always believed that the beſt ſecurity. 
b 
from every part of the community, as fur as can, 
poſſibly be done, yang ns eo 
only be 
done by an equality of rights, When, zights are 
GY is ſecure in conſeqilence. But 
when y is made a pretence for unequal or 
excluſive rights, i weakens the right to hold, the 
property, and provokes indignation and tumult; 
e ee e 


| ſecure under the guarantee of a ſociety injured in 


is vai he influence gf aig proper, 
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; Neu to the injuſtice and il-policy of making 
property a pretence for excluſiye rights, is the 
praccountable abſurdity of giving to mere ſand 
the idea of property, and annexing ta it certain 
rights; for what elſe is a title hut ſound. , Nature 
is. ber -aiying vice works forme: enqiantaians 
men who arrive. at fame by merit and-yniverſal 
conſent, . ſuch as Ariſtotle, Soorates, Plato, &c. 
Theſe were truly great or noble. But when go- 
yernment ſeps up a manufaftory of nobley, it is as 
abſurd, as if ſhe undertook to manufafture wiſe 
258 Her nobles ars all counterfeits.  _ 

This wax-work order has affumed the. name. of . 
ariſtocracy; and the diſgr graqe of it would be lefſen- | 
ed if it could be conſidered; as only childiſh imbe- 
cility. We pardon foppery becauſe of its inſig- 
nificance, and on the fame ground we, might par- 
don the foppery, of Titles. But the origin of 
ariſtocracy was worſe than foppery. It was rob- 


bery: The firſt ariſtocrates in all countries were F: 


brigands. Thoſe of latter times, ſycophants. --., | 
It is very well known that in England, (and the 
8 will be found in other countries), the great 
landed eſtates now held in deſcent were. plundered 
from the quiet inhabitants at the conqueſt, The 
poſſibility did not exiſt of acquiring ſuch eſtates 
honeſtly. If it be aſked how they could have been 
acquired, no anſwer but that of robbery can be 
given. That they were not acquired. by trade, 
by commerce, by manufiQures, | by agriculture, 
; - 6 Or 
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or by any reputable employment i is certain. How 


then were they acquired? Bluſh ariſtocracy to 
hear your origin, for your progenitors vere 


Thieves. They were the Robeſpierres and tie 
Jacobins of that day. When they had 'comminzetl 


the robbery, they endeavoured to Joſe the dif- 


grace” of it, by ſinking their real names under 


fictious ones, which they called Titles. It is ever 


the practice of Felons to act in this manner. 
As property honeſtly obtained is beſt ſecured by 


an equality of rights, ſo ill-gotten. property de- 
pends for protection on a monopoly of rights, He 
who has robbed another of his property, will next 
endeavour to difarm him of his rights, to ſecure 
that property; for when the robber becomes the 
legiſlator he believes himſelf ſecure. That part 


of the government of England that is called the 


houſe of lords was originally compoſed of perſons 
who had committed the robberies of which I have 
been ſpeaking. It was an aſſociation 2 the pe 


| redtion of the property they had ſtolen. 


But beſides the criminality of the origin of ariſ- 
tocracy, it has an injurious eſſect on the moral and 
phyſical character of man. Like ſlavery, it debi- 
litates the human faculties; for as the mind, bowed 
down by ſlavery, loſes in ſilence its elaſtic powers, 
ſo, in the contrary extreme, when it is buoyed up 
by folly, it becomes incapable ef. exerting them. 
and dyindles into imbecility. Tj is impoſſible that 


a mind 


« w# 


8 mind employed upon ribbands and titles can ever 
be great. The Ne of . e ay. E 
| R ——— ö 
ſo during the progreſs of a revolution, and until | 
right ideas confirm themſelves by habit, that we 
frequently refreſh. our patriotiſm by reference to 
firſt principles. It is by tracing things to their 
origin that we learn to underſtand them; and it is 
by keeping that line and that origin N 
that we never forget them. 
An enquiry into the origin of rights will demon- 
ſtrate to us, that rights are not-gifts from one man 
to another, nor from one claſs of men to another; 
for who is he who could be the firſt giver ? Or by 
what principle, or on what authority, could he poſ- 
ſeſs the right of giving? A declaration of rights 
is not a creation of them, nor a donation of 'them, 
It is a manifeſt of the principle by which they exiſt, 
followed by a detail of what the rights are; for 
every civil right has a natural right for its ſounda- 
tion, and it includes the principle of a reciprocal | 
guarantee of thoſe rights from man to man. As 
therefore it js impoſſible to diſeover any origin of 
rights otherwiſe than in the origin of man, it con- 
ſequentiy follows, that rights appertain to man in 
right of his exiſtence only, and muſt therefore de 
21 equal to every man. The principle of an "equality | 
"0 Wh of rights is clear and ſimple. e 
ind derſtand it, and it is by underſtanding his rights 


( 28 } 
ther he Mete dis-dotiess;: far. whive the rights of 
men are equal, every man muſt finally ſee the ne- 
„ 

effeQual ſecurity for his own. But if, in the for- 
mation of a conſtirutiqn we depart from the prin- 
ciple of equal rights, or attempt any modification 
of it, we plunge into a labyrinth of difficulties, 
from which there is no way opt but by retreating, 
Where are we to ſtop? Or by what principle are 
we to find out the point to ſtop at, that ſhall diſcri- 
minate between men of the ſame country, part of 
whom ſhall be free, and the reſt not? If property 
is to be made the criterion, it is a total departure 
from every moral principle of liberty, becauſe it 
is attaching rights to mere matter, and making 
man the agent of that matter. It is moreover 
holding up property as an apple of diſcord, and 
nat only exciting her as againſt it ; for 
I maintain the principle, that when property is 
uſed as an inſtrument to take away the rights of 


 . thoſe who may happen not to poſſeſs property, it is 
uſed to an unlawful purpoſe, as dre an would 
in a fimilar caſe, 

iu a ftate of native all men are e aighs, 
but they are not equal ia power; the weak cannot 
Protect himſelf againſt the ſtrong, This being 
the caſe, the inſtitution of civil ſociety is for the 
purpoſe of making an equalization of powers that 
mall be parallel to, and a guarantee of the equa- 
boy of rights The laws of a, country when pro. 


15 
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perly conſtructed apply to this purpoſe. Every. 
man takes the arm of the law for his protection as, 
more effectual than his own, and therefore every 
man has an equal right in the formation of the go- 
vernment and. of the laws by which he is to be, 
governed and judged. | In. extenfive countries and 
ſocictics; ſuch as America and France, this right, 
in the individual can only be exerciſed by delega- 
tion, that is; by election and repreſentation ; and 
Cc it ls that the inſtitution . 9+ 
| Hitherto | have confined myſelf to matter of 
principle only. Firſt, that hereditary government. 

has not & right. to exiſt; that it cannot be eſta- 
bliſhed on any principle of right; and that it is 
a violation of all principle. Secondly, that govern- 
ment by election and repreſentation has its origin 
in the natural and eternal rights of man; for whe- 
ther a man be his wn law-giver, as he would be in 
a ſtate of nature; or whether he exereiſes his por- 
tion of legiſlative ſovereignty in his own perſon, 
as might be the caſe in ſmall democracies where all 
could aſſemble for the formation of the laws by 
which they were to be governed; or whethet 
he exerciſes it in the choice of perſons to repreſent. 
him in a national aſſembly of repreſentatives, the 
origin of the right is the ſame in all cafes; The 
firſt, as is before obſerved, is deſective in power; 
the ſecond, is practicable only in democracies of 


' 


; ( 3 ) 
ſmall extent; the third is the greateſt ſcale upon 
Which human government tan be inſtituted. 
Next to matters of principle, are matters of 
opinion, and it is neceffary to diſtinguiſh berween 
the two, Whether the rights of men ſhall be 
equal is not a matter of opinion but of right, and 
conſequentiy of principle; for men do not hold 
their rights as grants from each other, but each 
one in right of himſelf. Society is the guardian 
but not the giver. And as in extenſive ſocieties, 
ſuch as America and France, the right of the indi- 
vidual, in matters of government, cannot be ex- 
erciſed but by election and repreſentation; it con- 
ſequently follows, that the only ſyſtem of govern- 
ment, conſiſtent with principle, where ſimple de- 
mocracy is impracticable, is the repreſentative 
ſyſtem. © But as to the organical part; or the man- 
ner in which the ſeveral parts of government ſhall 
be arranged and compoſed, it is altogether matter 
of opinion. It is neceſſary that all the parts be 
conformable with the principle of equal rights; and 
fo long as this principle be religiouſly adhered to, 
no very material error can take place, neither can 
any error continue long in that part 29 
the province oſ opinion. 

In all matters of opinion, the ſocial V4 
or the principle by which ſociety is held together, 
requires thar the majority of opinions becomes 
the rule for. the whole, and that the minority 
yields practical obedience thereto. This is per- 
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ſectly conformable to the principle of 
rights; for, in the firſt place, every man 
right to give an opinion, but no man has a 
that his opinion ſhould govern the reſt. In 
ſecond place, it is not ſuppoſed to be known' 
before-hand on which ſide of any queſtion, 'whe- 
ther for or againſt, any man's opinion will fall. 
He may happen to be in a majority upon ſome 
queſtions, and in a minority upon others; and 
by the ſame rule that he expects obedience in 
the one caſe, he muſt yield it in the other. All 
the diſorders that have ariſen in France during 
origin, not in: che | principle. of equal rights, but in 
the violation of that principle. The principle 
of equal rights has been repeatedly violated, and 
that not by the majority, but by the minority, 
and that minority has been compoſed of men poſſeſſing 
property, as well as of men without property ; pro- 
perty therefore, even upon the experience already had, 
is no more a criterion of character than it is of rights. 
It will ſometimes happen that the minority are 
right, and the majority are wrong, but as ſoon 
as expetiente proves this to be the caſe, the 
minority will increaſe to a majority, and the 
ny eee 


equal. 

ren 

right 
the 
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Nothing therefore can juſtify an inſurrection, 
neither can it ever be neceſſary, —— 
Ju n Res 5 

0 Taking. 
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government ſhall be arranged in die cpuſtiditionz 
8 pine eee e 
ah 1 | 


confined to any one particular form. The principle 


is the root from which the whole/ ſprings; und 


nion of future experience ſhall beſt direct. As 


tm) 


+1 Taking den de privciple of equal right 5 


de foundation: of the fevolution, and conſe- 


quently. of! the - canſtitution} the organical part! 
or the manner in which the ſeveral: parts of the 


z queſtioti, of this pd ap: thiegh: efpaiiazce 


Pater Ira ens wer err 
it has, I think; ſofficiendy decided which is the 
worſt. That is the worſt; lich in its delibera- 


tions and deciſions is ſubhect: es the precipitancy 
and paſſibn of an individual and When the 
whole legiſlature is crowbded into ont body, it is 
an individual in maſa. In Al caſes bf: delibera- 
don it is neceſſary to have 4 Corps of ftſerve; 
and it would be better to divide the repreſentation | 
by lot into two. parts; and let them reviſe and 
correct each other, than that the whole ſhould fit 


together and debate. at once. 


ilepratbtetie; goverment is n riot” 


is the ſame in all che forms under Ghich it can 
be. artanged; The equal rights of the people 


the branches may be) arranged as preſent oi · 


to that hoſpital F incurables (as Cheſterßeld cas 
it) the Britiſh Houſe of Peers, it is an excrelience- - 


© 
—- 


n 


. 4 {here is no more 


affnity or reſemblance between any) of the = a 


the rights of the people and the aforeſaid houſe 
of peers, thin between 2 regular bp 
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branches of à legiſlative body originating from 


* 


n cas ee" 


the executive, it is neceſſary in the firſt place to fia a 
A preciſe meaning to the word. Mag: dit 2 


There are but two diviſions into iich power 


can be arranged Firſt, that of willing or de- 


powers of the human body, that puts that deter- 


creeing the laws; ſecondly, that of executing; - 
or putting them in practice. The former cor- 
reſponds to the intellectual ſaculties of the hu-- 
man mind; which feaſons und determiiries: what - 
ſhall be done; the ſecond, to the mechanical 


mination” into practice If the former decide 
and the latter does not perſorm, it is à ſtate f 


imbecillty; and if the latter alts without the 

pre · determination of the former, it is a ſtate f 
lunacy. The executive department therefore - 
is official, and is ſubordinate to the legiſlative, as 


the body is to the mind in a ſtare of health; for 
it is impoſſible to conceive the idea of two ſove- 


teightles, 4 Tovereighty to will, and a ſovereignty 


to 5. The executive is not inveſted with the 


power of deliberating whether it ſhall act or 


not; it has S ee aac in the 
8 for it can a# no other thing that what 


AF "ES. = 


— 


the laws denoted Ani obliged; ac cons 
. formably thereto; and in this view of -thecaſe, 


which is called the judiciary is the chic. 


| Je bind of anthit e. neceſſary to ſuperintend 


chis ſuperintending authority with the official 


- caſes, where opinion only, and not principle, is 


| with 3 i for * bis being 


"Cu? 


the executive is made up of all the official de- 
partments that execute the laws, of which, that 


But mankind have conceived an idea that 


the execution of the laws, and to ſee that they 
are faithfully performed; and it is by confounding 


execution, that we get embarraſſed about the 
term executive potuer.— All the parts in the go- 
vernment of the united. ſtates of America. that 
are. called the Taz EXECUTIVE; are no other p 
than authorities to ſuperintend the execution of ; 
the laws and they are ſo far independent of R 
the legiſlative, that they know the legiſlative t 
only through. the laws, and cannot be controul- 
ad or directed by it through any other medium. 0 

2 

v 


In what manner this ſuperintending authority 
ſpall be appointed or compoſed, is a matter that 
| falls within the province of opinion. Some may 
prefer one method and ſome another; and in all 


concerned, the majority of opinions forms the 
rule for, all. There are however ſome things 
A inte from reaſon, and evinced by experi- 
ence, that ſerve to guide our deciſion upon the 
caſce. The one is, never to inveſt any individual 


2g an 


& 


tempted 10 mile itz it vil excite- contenu 
and commotion in the nation for che office. 


Wha} he not nl necſhry tht we eli 
it, but that we preſerve it | 
Ki in Tie ee cer 
tinguiſh ' between the means made uſe of to 
vverthrow deſpotiſm in order to prepare the 
way for the eſtabliſhment of liberty, and the 
ern IIs | 
_ thrown 

is weed ad of in the bd 1 
 Jiſtified by neceſfity. Thoſe means are in gene- 
ral inſurrections; for whilſt the eſtabliſhed” go- 
verntnent of deſpotiſm continues in any country 
it is ſcarely poſſible than any other means can 
be uſed. It is alſo certain that in the com- 
mencement of à revolution, the revolutionary - 
party permit to themſelves a diſcretionary exerciſe 
of power regulated more by eircumſtandes than 
by principle,” which_ were the pracl ice to con- 
tinue, liberty would never be eſtabliſhed; or if 
e N be overthronn. Iris 
21 5 Da et never 


” 
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never to be expected in 2 revolution, that every 
man is to change his opinion at the ſame mo- 
ment. There never yet was- any truth or any 
Principle ſo irreſiſtibly obvious, that all men be- 
heved- it at once. Time and reaſon muſt co- 
operate with each other to the final eſtabliſn- 
ment of any principle; and therefore thoſe who 
may happen to be firſt convinced have no right 
to perſecime others, on whom conviction ope- 
rates more ſlowly. The moral principle of revo- 
lutions is to inſtruct; not to deſtro rx. 

Had a conſtitution been” eftabliſhed' two years 
ago (as ought to have been done) the violences 
chat have ſince: deſolated France, and injured 
the character of the revolution, would, in my 
opinion, have been prevented. The nation 
would then have been a bond of union, and every 
individual would have known the line of con- 

duct he was to follow. But inſtead of this, a 
revolutionary government, a tlüng without either 
principle or authority, was ſubſtituted in its 
place; virtue and crime depended upon acci- 
dent; and that which was patriotiſm one day 
became trraſon the next. All theſe thing have 
- followed from the want of a conſtitution; ſor it 
is the nature and intention of a conſtitution to 
prevent governing by party, by eſtabliſhing a com- 
mon principle that ſhall limit and controul the 
power and impulſe of party, and that ſays to all 
parties, rnus FAR SHALT | THOU GO "AND; NO. 
3 3 & 4 „ _ FARTHER, 
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FARTHER, But in the abſence of a conſtitu- 
tion nen look entirely to party; and inſtead of 
principle, governing party, party governs princi 

* ple. 

* An * to ui is always dangerous to 

2 liberty. It leads men to ſtretch, to miſinter- 


t pret, and to miſapply even the beſt of laws. 

” He that would make his own liberty ſecure, 

— muſt guard even his enemy from oppreſſion, 
for if he violates this duty, he eſtabliſhes a * 

5 dent that will reach to himſelf, 7 0 
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n. ne ef which was regd by emen 
LANTHERA: ev 
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ON THE CONSTITUTION, : 
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N the 3 of Laurkxu As, ff 4 
miſſion be granted to THOMAS PAT NE, to 44 
ver his ſentiments on a 0 eee of Tics, and 
| dhe conſtrain" 5 


THOMAS R aſcended the edu and no 
oppoſition being made to the motion, one of the 
ſecretaries who ſtood by Mr. Pa read his 

| „of which the following is a Jiteral tranſla- 
| 3 from * La Gazette Nationale, ou Moniteur 
5 |  Untverſel. | 4 - 


„ Crrizins, the effects of a malignanr feye 

N with which I was afflicted during a rigaroys con- 
| finement in the ame have thus long pre- 
vente 
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vented me from attending at my = ie th | 
of the convention, and the dd ney of the ſub 


je& under diſcuſſion, and no other conſideration on 
earth could induce me now to repair to my ſtation, 


« A recurrence to the vicifſitudes I have enpe- 
rienced, and the critical ſituations in which I have 4 
been placed i in. conſequence of the French revolu- _ , 
tion, will throw upon what I now propole to ſub-9  _ > 
mit to the convention, the moſt unequivocal n 4 
of my integrity, and rectitude of thoſe princi 
ples which have 88 85 influenced my condu8t, 


7 « In England 1 was proſc proſcribed for ba 9825 
20 dicated the French revolution, and I have ſuſfe . 
rigorous impriſonment in France, for . wa ——_— 


ſued a fimilar mode of conduct. During the reign 
of terroriſm, I was a cloſe priſoner for eight long 
months, and remained ſo above three months after-- + 
the æra = the 10th Thermidor. I- ought, how- _ 
ever, to ſtate, that I was not proſecuted, by the | 
Pror rz, either of England or of France. The 
roceedings in both countries were the effects of 

the deſpotiſin exiſting in their reſpective 1 . i 
ments. But even if my perſecution had © 

in the people at large, my princi n Y 
would ſtill have remained the —— 

| which are influenced and ſubje& to the n ot 1 

tyranny, have not their foundation in the heart. | 


m—_ 


4. * days ago I tranſmitted to you, in the 
ordinary mode of diſtribution, a ſhort treatiſe, en- 
titled, A Diſſertation on the Firſt Principles of 
Government.” This little work I did intend to have 
dedicated to the people of Holland, who, about +. 
the time ] began to write it, were determined to 


* * 


% 


[I 
Leapatahith, a revolution i in their government, rather 


than-to the people of France, who had long before 
effe&ed that 155 ious object. But there are, in the 
conſtitution, hich is ae to be ratified by the 
convention, certain articles, and in the report which 
preceded. it, certain points, ſo repugnant to reaſon, 
and incompatible with the true principles of liberty, 
as to render this treatiſe, drawn up for another pur» 
fi applicable to the preſent occaſion, and under 
is impreſſion 1 n to r it to your con. 
fideration, 
. "== — 1 L 
1 there * ni in the des 7 it were bet · 
ter to expunge them now, than to abide the event 
of their miſchievous tendency; for certain it is 
that the plan of conſtitution which has been pre 
ented to you, is not conſiſtent with the 55 
ject of the revolution, nor congenial to ſenti- 
ments of the individuals who e „ 


«To deprive half the people in a nation of their | 
EY as Citizens, is an eaſy matter ih theory or on 


Paper; but it Ar 
rarely practicable in the execution. | 


I ſhall now procerd to the ieee 
to offer on this important ſubjc ct, and pledge my» 
oy that they ſhall be neither numerous nor dif- 

five. 
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In my apprehenſion, | a confiitinidf embraces 
two ciſtin&t parrs or cbjects, the principle and the 
- praftice ; and it is pot only an eſſcutial, but an in- 
diſpenſible proviſion that the 2 ſhould ema- 
nate from, and aceord with principle. Now, 


I maincain, dar de conver ofthis propoion 4 


r 
EN >= 


the wy in the plan SOARES __ 
The firſt: article, for inſtance, of the Pot tri 
STATE of citizens, 3 5 Trix II. or * 


N lays, 


e 


— 5 n nN 


oO Eyery man Pen al refident in Frag who, 7 
being twenty - one years of . has inſcribed his 
name on the ciyic regiſter of his canton, and who' 
has lived afterwards one N of che 
republic, and WhO pzys any direct contribution 
erer 1 or . is a F rench Citi- 


zen.“ 


Dr 


| 


- 44 
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I might here aſk, if thoſe only . come 95 
the above deſeription are to be confidered as citizen. 
what deſignation do you mean to give the reſt bf che 
people? I allude to that portion of the people on 
i- whom the principal part of the labour falls, and on 

. whom the weights of indirect taxation will in the 
event chiefly preſs. In the ſtructure of the ſocial 
ir fabric, this claſs of people are — Go 3 to 
on that privileged order, whoſe only | 
nd their wealth or territorial — For what i * 
trade without merchants? What is land without 
A oultivation'? And what is the produce of the land 
ve without manufatures ? * to return to the ſub, 


16. FR. : | RY. 84 7 2 

f « In the firſt 8 this 1 is incom | 
with the three firſt articles of the declaration, of 
rights, which precedes the conſtitutional act. 


erde at aner oft aue of right, 


7 , 


4 5 | . , 8 
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pp en rn 


of government is ro 


vidual. the enjoyment of his rights. 


But the article of the conſtitution, to hich I 4 

A ee ropoſes as the object of ſociety, not 
or, in other words, the good of a 

e or the good only of a few ; 

fon corke excl of th many. 


des ſolely Ne Ones of this. 
- be fecond article of the dener of cg 
me | 


The right of man in ſociery are liberty, equa- 
lity, ſecurity of his perſon and property.. 


ends ae "Mr 


But the article alluded to in the . has a | 


direct tendency to eſtabliſh the converſe of this poſi- 
tion, in as much as the perſons excluded by this in- 
ality, can neither be ſaid to poſſeſs liberty, nor 
—— againſt oppreſſion. They are OP 
dotally to ene 


e t of the W a right, 
PB: * ©: 


» Liberty confifts in aft of yoltion as are not 
injurious $0 orbers,” | 1 hf Fc ff * 


But the article of the 8 which "244 
obſerved, breaks down this barrier. It enables the 


(har above pu e to W 
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On 
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nne on 
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he 3. 
1 ae out the ineonſiſteney of this '- - - 
9 2 to 1 ration of 1 I ſhall 3 1 
ns comment on that part of the fame 2 5 
ve makes a direct contribution a necefſary q qualfcato 
ot to the right of.cinzenſhip. „ id 
4 | A modern refinement an the object of public, res | 
is venue, has divided the taxes, or contributions, ingo 

78 two claſſes, the dire and the indires, 3 = 

I able to define preciſely or diſtinttly the difference 
ts, d“ he, beau the oe. of bak is hy 

fame. 

2» Thoſe afe deſignated indirect taxes which fall 


upon the conſumers of certain articles. on which the 
tar is impoſe, bepae the.tax bring inglnded wvUe- 
R eee 72 

Wan | 
* 


The ſame obſervation is applicable to. the 
territorial tax. The land proprietors, in order 
to reimburſe themſelyes, will rack-rent their 
tenents, The farmer, of courſe, will transfer the 
obligation to the miller, by enhancing the 22 of 
grain; che wget to-the baker, by. 
rice of flour; and ind the baker to the conſumer, by 
Fang he price of bread. The tertitoral tax, 
art. ET called og: is in its "FIERY, 
ire 1 


To this tax the land prejirited casu 
in proportion to the quantity of bread and other 
proviſions are conſumed in his own family. 

he deficit is furniſhed by the great maſs of the 
community which EINE) Fs individual 
5 a nation. 
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From the logical diſtinction between direct and 
indirect taxation ſome emolument may reſult, I 
allow, to auditors of public accounts, &c. &e. 
but to the people at large I deny, that ſuch a 
diſtinction (which by the bye is without a dif- 
ference) can be productive of any practical benefit. 
It ought not, therefore, to be admitted as a prin- 
ple in the conſtitution, es 8 


Beſides this objection, the proviſions in queſ- 
tion does not affect to define, ſecure, or eſta- 
bliſh the right of citizenſhip. It conſigns to 
the caprice or diſcretion , of the legiſlature the 
power of pronouncing, who ſhall, or ſhall not 
exerciſe the functions of a citizen; and this may 
be done effectually, either by the impoſition of 
2" dire or indireF tax, according to the ſelfiſh 
views of the legſlators, or by the mode of col. 
lefting the taxes ſo impoſed. Neither a tenant 
who occupies an extenſive farm, nor a merchant 
or manufacturer, who may have embarked a large 
capital in their reſpective 1 can ever, aceord- 
Ing to this ſyſtem, - attain the pre- emption of a 
/ citizen. On the other hand, any upſtart, who has, 

by ſucceſſion or ent, got poſſeſſion of a 
few acres of land, or a miſerable tenement, ma 
exultingly exerciſe the functions of a citizen, althe 
«perhaps he neither poſſeſſes a hundredth part of 
worth or property of a ſimple mechanie, nor 
. - ©, contributes in any proportion to the exigencies of 

"We fie, N 
The contempt in which the old government held 
Mercantile purfuits, and the obloquy that attached 
on merchants and manufacturers, contributed not a 


7 


| - little to its embarraſſments, and its eventual ſub- 
= 1105%I | 


verſion; 


(453, 
rfion : a oe 


ariſing from this mode of conduct are ſo obvious, - 
ret an article is propoſed for your n, Which 
e 


has a manifeſt tendency to reſtore a 
1 eee nee f ' ; 


* ei 


1 ſhall now aging to „ 
ame title, with which n 


The ſecond article ſays, © every French ſoldier | „ 
cho ſhall have ſerved one or more campaigns in 
he cauſe of liberty, is deemed à citizen, ot the 
public, without any erb or reference © to em 
qualifications.” Eee | "7 


e in this article, the 3 
vere deſirous of ex themſelves from a 
dilemma into which they had been plunged: by the 
preceding article. When men depart from an 
ftabliſhed principle, they are compelled to reſort 
o trick and ſubterfuge, always ſhifting their means 
to preſerve the unit) of their objedss ; and as it 

rarely happens that the firſt expedients make amends , * 
or the proſtitution of principle, they muſt call in 

aid a ſecond of a more flagrant nature to ſupply the 
deficiency of the former. In this manner legiſlators «» 
go on, accumulating error upon error, and artifice ® _ 
apon.Artifige, until the maſs becomes ſo bulky and --- \; 
ncongruous, and their embarraſsment ſo deſperate, 

at they arg compelled, as their laſt expedient; to 
eſort to the very principle they had violated. The 
ommittee were preciſely in this predicament, when 
hey framedthig article, and to me, I-muſt conſeſs, 
heir conduct een » Pele, rather than cffica- | 
8. dus. A 3%, 5 
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as it v not Gor himſelf alone, bus bor his au, 
A this Fivock citizen, at the dawn of the revo- 
dation, (for chen indeed every man was conſidered 
A cititen) marched ſoldier- like to the frontiers, and 
repelled a foreign invaſion; He had it not in his 
contemplation, that he ſhould enjoy liberty for the 
reſidue of his earthly career, and by his own act 
his from that ineſtimable bleſſing. 
No,—He wiſhed to leave it as an inheritance to his 
children, and that they might hand it down to their 
lateſt poſterity. If à Frenchman, who united in 
his perſon the character of a ſoldier and a citizen 
was now to return from the army to his. 
habication, he muſt addreſs his ſmall family in this 
Jy = 1 * 2 am that I cannd6t leave to — 
what I have acquired by 
= _— Fo tires 00700 
#ating their machinations. I have eſtabliſhed the 
republic, and, painful the reflection, all the laurels 


1 have won in the field are blaſted,” and all the pri- 


vileges to which my exertions have entitled me, 
extend not beyond the period of my own-exiſtence!” 
Thus the meaſure that has been adopted by way of 
ſubterfuge, falls ſhort of what the framers of it 
ſpeculated upon; for in conciliating che aſfections of 
the Soldier, they have ſubjected the Father to the 
moſt pungent ſenſations, by obliging ben adopt 
a generation of flaves. 


Citizens, +6 great deal has begp Urged te- 
—_ inſurrections. I am confident no mau 
abhorrence of them than myſelf; 


has a greater 
and 1 am forry that any inſinuations ſhould 
have been thrown out upon me as 2 of 
violence of any kind. The whole 1 
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"ki . en en . the lie to 00 5 


lumnies, 1 Go me 3 8 Ver, bo 
; truth and ja >. * 


421 hope you "will atzribute this efußon fi 
" ſentiments, to my anxiety for the honour and 
Tucceſs of the revolution. I have no ' intereſt 
diſtin from that which has a tendency to me- 
| liorate the firuation of mankind. The revolu- 
tion, as far as it reſpects myſelf, has been pro- 
ductive of more loſs and perſecution than is 
poſſible for me to deſcribe, or for you to indem- 

nify. But with reſpect to the ſubject under 
conſideration, I could not refrain from dec | 
my ſentiments. In my opinion, if you ſubvert. 
the baſis of the revolution, if you diſpence with 
principles and ſubſtitute expedients, you will 
extinguiſh that enthuſiaſm and energy which 

have hitherto been the life and foul of the revo- 
lation; and you will ſubſtitute in its place nothing 
but a cold indifference and ſelf-intereſt, which will 

again Cegene rate into intrigue, . and 


« But to diſcard — af he - "Mi 
lonal and ſubordinate nature, it is eſſential -to "the © : 
- well-being of the republic, that the practical or _ 
organic part of the conſtitution ſhould correſpond © - + 
with its principles; and as this does not appear to 
be the caſe in the plan that has been preſented to 
vou, it is abſolutely neceſſary that it ſhould be 
ſubmitted” to the reviſion of a committee, who 
ſhould be inſtructed to compare it with the declara- 
tion of rights, in order to aſcertain the difference ; 
between the two, and to make ſuch alterations as +. © 
ſhall render them perfe&ly conſiſtent 2 com- fs 
patible with each other.” 
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